The final chapter in the book by J. E. Eckenhoff entitled 'Leadership; A Determining Factor in Quality Care', which unfortunately is an abridged version of the original, is an excellent conclusion to this book.
In the early chapters, there are several presentations on the basic outline of quality assurance followed by more specific presentations on the various mechanisms used in different areas.
The comments on all papers are interesting and informative and often are helpful in illustrating various aspects of the subject under discussion, pointing out the traps and pitfalls as well as the advantages.
The wide range of opinions expressed in this book make it essential reading for those interested in quality assurance and, one would hope, those who have their doubts. Each will be able to find comments to rein force his or her opinion, but the overally picture is of an essential activity in modern anaesthetic parctice.
w. M. CROSBY

Geelong, Victoria
Recent Advances in Anaesthesia and Analgesia, Editors: R. S. Atkinson and A. P. Adams; Churchill Livingstone; Longman Cheshire, 346 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne, Vic. 3004; $39.20; pp. 231; 230x 155. Overall an excellent synopsis of twelve topics that are either new or have renewed interest. The overall standard is remarkably homogeneous for a multiauthor book which is a tribute to the editors and their authors.
The chapters on Isoflurane, the new muscle relaxants Atracurium and Vecuronium, the pharmocokinetics of IV induction agents, synthetic analgesics and calcium antagonists would all be of great benefit for registrars preparing for the Primary examination. However, all anaesthetists' practice could benefit from the information contained in these chapters.
The chapter on High Frequency Ventilation of the lungs deserves special recommendation as this is the most succinct yet complete review I have seen of this complex subject. Spinal anaesthesia is revised to put the new intrathecal agent bupivacaine in perspective and to dismiss some anecdote with recent fact. The Gastric Acid Problem is a chapter clearly showing that what was correct practice in the recent past may no longer be so. The clinical chapters are completed with excellent chapters on Thermal Injury and Acute Upper Airway Obstruction in Children and an adequate chapter on Morbidity and Mortality in anaesthetic practice.
In summary -an excellent book that would be a good cornerstone to the anesthetist's continuing . This is the third edition of this book, originally published in 1977, and as such attests to its popularity. It has been published in soft cover in a size that readily fits the pocket of a white clinical coat. It is composed of 13 chapters covering Regional and General Anaesthesia and clinical areas that are appropriate to Intensive Care and Resuscitation.
Each chapter is a composite of tables, graphs, nomograms, diagrams and formulae reproduced from multiple sources. This assembly of data from journals and texts is the book's strength as it summarises in one place information that would be difficult to rapidly recall otherwise. The references for the information are a useful guide for further reading. If the book has a weakness it is in the intervening text, which suffers from the problems of any notebook that addresses complex diagnostic and therapeutic situations. It does not provide understanding or flexibility. The chapter headings are subdivisions, and together with a good index allow rapid and reliable retrieval of data.
In summary -a useful handbook for junior staff that cannot be regarded as a text or even a summary. For senior staff it is not a necessary acquisition but does collect those classicial tables and nomograms into one place. 3004; $22.40; pp. 169 ; 215 x 135. This monograph has been written principally for the obstetric reader, but it should not be therefore dismissed as being beneath the dignity of anaesthetists! For this is vintage Crawford at his best -clear, concise, logical, forthright and provocative. True, some sections may appear rather elementary, and yet Dr. Crawford always goes to the very heart of a matter, e.g. 'these observations (on the gastro-oesophageal sphincter), while interesting in themselves, are irrelevant to clinical practice' and 'the relevance of behavioural responses (in the neonate) is highly dubious ... and serve to play into the hands of therapeutic nihilists'.
Not everyone will agree with all of Dr. Crawford's statements. A vasopressor for instance is regarded as a last resort to correct hypotension following an epidural block. And two units of blood should always be made available before the start of caesarean sections. A spinal headache will clear spontaneously and permanently within six days without active treatment.
This book is a joy to read. It is a superb exposition of the role which the anaesthetist plays -or should play -in modern obstetric practice. It is full of common sense based upon a wealth of clinical experience -and fits in the pocket to boot! Every labour ward should have a copy. Lively discussions can be guaranteed.
PETER BROWN RIDGE
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